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Sen. Dodd Meets With Nicaraguan President Ortega,
Cardinal Obando Y Bravo, Violeta Chamorro
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, September 23, 1987
On Sept. 20, Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-CT) met with Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega and
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, head of Nicaragua's National Reconciliation Commission.
Dodd, chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere Affairs, heads a six-member
bipartisan panel known as the Central American Negotiations Observer Group. Created Sept. 1,
the purpose of the panel is to monitor the Central American peace process. Dodd and two other
senators spoke with Violeta Chamorro, co-owner of the opposition newspaper LA PRENSA closed
down by the government in mid-1986, and the Cardinal before a 45-min. meeting with Ortega at a
sugar refinery close to Managua. The president spent most of the day in a nearby city, San Rafael del
Sur, answering questions by local citizens. The senators and the Nicaraguans they conferred with
declined to comment on respective discussions with reporters. Later, in a speech delivered in San
Rafael del Sur, Ortega said he told the US senators that the United States could best contribute to
peace in Central America by terminating aid to the contras, and participating in direct dialogue with
Nicaragua towards normalizing relations between the two nations. He said, "We want this war to
end, that the contras, our Nicaraguan brothers, do not continue to die." Ortega reiterated that his
government would respect all provisions contained in the peace plan. Dodd and company spent
nine hours in Nicaragua, as part of a regional tour. The senators left Managua for San Jose where
they met with President Oscar Arias, before returning to Washington. (Basic data from AP, 09/20/87)
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